Expansion: Impacting The World 

"The Church That Turned The World Upside Down", Part 3 of 3 
Pastor Vince DiPaola 


"...The Holy Spirit said, 'Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
to which I have called them .' So after they had fasted and prayed, they 
placed their hands on them and sent them off ." (Acts 1 3:2-3, NIV) 


3) Fight fair: We must handle our disagreements AGREEABLY . 

"Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, let us go back and visit the brothers in all 
the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing. ' 
Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think 
it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not 
continued with them in the work. They had such a sharp disagreement that they 
parted company . Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas 
and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. He went through 
Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches ." (Acts 1 5:36-41 , NIV) 


How God Can Use Us To Impact Our Community, Country & World 
(The "Ends Of The Earth", Acts 13-28) 

1 ) The competition: We must stand up to other BELIEF SYSTEMS. 

"They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they 
met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was an attendant 
of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for 
Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. But Elymas the 
sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the 
proconsul from the faith . Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 'You are a child of the devil and an 
enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery . 
Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? Now the hand of the 
Lord is against you. You are going to be blind, and for a time you will be unable to 
see the light of the sun.'. . . When the proconsul saw what had happened, he 
believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord . " 

(Acts 13:6-1 2, NIV) 


4) In the now: We must connect with, but NOT COPY, CULTURE . 

"While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that 
the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the 
God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who 
happened to be there. A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to 
dispute with him... They said this because Paul was preaching the good news 
about Jesus and the resurrection. Then they took him and brought him to a 
meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, 'May we know what this new 
teaching is that you are presenting? You are bringing some strange ideas to our 
ears, and we want to know what they mean.' (All the Athenians and the foreigners 
who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to 
the latest ideas.) Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: 
'Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked 
around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with 
this inscription: TO an unknown god. Now what you worship as something 
unknown I am going to proclaim to you. .. 'When they heard about the resurrection 
of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said , We want to hear you 
again on this subject.' At that, Paul left the Council. A few men became 
followers of Paul and believed. " (Acts 1 7:1 6-23, 32-34, NIV) 


2) The whole truth: We must teach and live out GOOD DOCTRINE. 

"Some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and 
said, 'The Gentiles must be circumcised and reguired to obey the law of Moses .' 
The apostles and elders met to consider this question. After much discussion, Peter 
got up and addressed them: 'Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a 
choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the 
gospel and believe. God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by 
giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. He made no distinction between 
us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. Now then, why do you try to test 
God by putting on the necks of the disciples a yoke that neither we nor our fathers 
have been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
that we are saved, just as they are . '. . . The men were sent off and went down to 
Antioch, where they gathered the church together and delivered the letter. The 
people read it and were glad for its encouraging message . " 

(Acts 15:5-1 1,30-31, NIV) 


5) Finish well: Spend the rest of your life in CHRIST'S CAUSE. 

"You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came 
into the province of Asia. I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, 
although I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews. You know that I have not 
hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you 
publicly and from house to house. I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that 
they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. And now, 
compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen 
tome there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison 
and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if 
only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me — 
the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace ." (Acts 20:1 8-24, NIV) 
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